Two patients with ulcerative colitis and chronic active hepatitis with cirrhosis, who developed Gram negative septicaemia after colonoscopy are described. These and two similar reported cases indicate that giving prophylactic antibiotics to patients with cirrhosis undergoing colonoscopy should be considered, particularly when the cirrhosis is advanced.
A 56 year old woman underwent routine colonoscopy. She had had ulcerative colitis involving the whole of her colon for 25 years. For the past seven years, the colitis had been quiescent. Ten years earlier, she had become jaundiced and a liver biopsy specimen showed chronic active hepatitis and cirrhosis. She was negative for hepatitis B markers. Nine and five months before her admission for colonoscopy, she had been admitted for treatment of ascites.
At this admission, she felt reasonably well. Her medication was prednisolone 7 are not used in patients with cirrhosis undergoing colonoscopy. Our first patient shows that this may happen even if ascites is absent, though this patient had had ascites previously. The second patient shows that antibiotics may be effective in preventing serious infection after colonoscopy, despite the presence of ascites and previous ascitic infection.
Bacteraemia may occasionally follow colonoscopy, the reported incidence ranges from 017%.2 Patients with liver disease are likely to be less able to clear this bacteraemia because of their compromised immune function and portal systemic shunting of blood away from hepatic Kupffer cells.3 In addition, our patients were taking small doses of predisolone, which may have further impaired their immune systems.
Whether it would be prudent to give antibiotics to all patients with cirrhosis before colonoscopy is unclear. As ulcerative colitis is associated with an increased incidence of serious liver diseases such as sclerosing cholangitis and chronic active hepatitis," this will not be an uncommon consideration. On the basis of our experience and the two other similar cases reported, '7 with cirrhosis. 
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